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the Brazilian attached no importance to syphilis, a disease that is "near
to being hereditary and so common that the people do not look upon
it as a scourge, nor do they stand in fear of it." A domestic disease, a
family one, something like measles or the worms. And he strenuously
protested against the frequency with which syphilitics married-
marriages known to "us who are physicians and who are aware of the
pathologic secrets of families."142 In the early years of the nineteenth
century, Manuel Vieira da Silva, later Baron of Alvaesar, in his
Reflexoes sobre alguns dos meios propostos for mah conducentes para
melhorar o clima da cidade do Rio de Janeiro. (Reflections upon Some
of the Means Proposed as the Most Convenient for Ameliorating the
Climate of the City of Rio de Janeiro), had noted the fact that
"cutaneous affections" were "made little of in this city, popular super-
stition asserting that there was no need of treating them; and it is
possible that the sickly constitution that the natives of the city ap-
pear to possess is due to such an attitude as this."14S But Vieira da
Silva was not the first who had the good sense to imply that what
many regarded as the effect of climate or of the "heat" was in reality
due to syphilis and the neglect of the disease. Before his time we find
Luis dos Santos Vilhena, regius professor of the Greek language at
Bahia at the end of the eighteenth century, refuting the idea that "the
heat" was the principal cause of sensual vices and diseases in the
colony. "Mere subterfuges," wrote Vilhena. The true cause appeared
to him to be "the disordered sexual passion." Not only that of the
streets, but that of the Big Houses as well, which had been contami-
nated by the slave huts. Contaminated by slaves. It was these latter
who, as Vilhena saw it, had transformed the healthful climate of
Brazil into a deadly one-a climate that "had been admirably whole-
some, but which today differs little if at all from that of An-
gola. . . ." 144

By the beginning of the eighteenth century Brazil had already come
to be signaled out in books by foreigners as the land of syphilis par
excellence. The author of the Histoire general? des pirates writes that

142 Herculano   Augusto   Lassance     by Brazilians were syphilitic ones. He
Cunha:  Dissertagao sobre a Prosti-     recalls in this connection the super-
tuigao em Particular na Cidade do Rio     stition then prevalent to the effect
de Janeiro ("Dissertation on Prostitu-     that such diseases might "go inward,
tion, Especially in the City of Rio de     with great harm to the patient."
Janeiro"), Thesis Presented to the        U4Luis     dos    Santos    Vilhena:
Faculty of Rio de Janeiro, 1845.              Recompilagao  de  Noticias^  Sotero-

143 Cited by Oscar da Silva Araujo     politanas e Brasilicas (Compendium
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the "cutaneous affections" so tolerated     the year 1802 (Bahia, 1921).